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"'One night my master came to me, and said :

s Friend, you are BOW prepared to gaze upon the
beauties of another world. Would you ascend to
Heaven and see the Palace of Jade which the Yellow
Emperor saw ? Would you go to the Kingdom of the
Moon where the Immortal Tree grows ? Would you
fly far, far away and look upon Si Wang Mu, the
Western Royal Mother ? '

" ( Ay, master^f I replied, e I would fain see the
glories of which you speak/

" Then my master brought forth a strange-looking
powder that shone like the rainbow. ( This, ? said he,
(is the Elixir of Life.  Swallow it and you will be
able to see all the wonders I have named/

" When he had said these words^ my master looked
at me closely. {Friend/ he whispered, c there are
those who, for all the beauties of the celestial world,
yearn for human love. Should it be so with you,
treasure this other powder, the Elixir of Death. Some
there are who have found it the Elixir of Love/

" I marvelled that my master should speak of death
and human love. For a moment I had the foolishness
to think that the great one erred. I was eager for
the Elixir of Life, eager to try my power, to gaze
upon beauties that never fade. c To the Kingdom of
the Western Royal Mother ! y I cried as I swallowed
the first powder my master had given me.

ei I went to the door of the hut. I breathed the
cold mountain air in the way my master had taught